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May 6, 2016 

 
The Honorable Thad Cochran, Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. Senate 
Room S–128 
The Capitol 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
 
Dear Chairman: 
 
I worked for Senator Frist and Senator Jeffords (1995-2000) on disability legislation.  
I recall that your staff were very helpful in securing support for all disability 
legislation initiated by the Senate Health, Education, and Pensions Committee during 
my tenure.  Now I am president of the U.S. International Council on Disabilities.  I seek 
your help. As you consider and direct appropriations decisions for FY 2017, I urge 
you to provide specific funding for the Office of the Special Advisor for International 
Disability Rights at the State Department. I recommend this office receive sufficient 
funding for the salary of the advisor and six professional staff and $10 million to 
pursue targeted initiatives worldwide. 
 
My understanding is the current advisor, Judith Heumann, and one professional staff 
member are currently funded under a discretionary funding pool in the Department 
of State.  All initiatives undertaken by the advisor’s office are dependent on 
cooperation and support from other entities in the State Department. This 
cooperation and support extends to personnel made available to the advisor’s office 
on a temporary loan basis.  This is no way to have a sustained positive global impact 
on disability rights. 
 
If the advisor’s office had direct funding and sufficient staff, it could support and 
advise governments and disabled persons’ organizations in other countries on a wide 
range of issues, for example: 
 

• How American disability rights legislation like the Americans with 
Disabilities Act can serve as a model as they work to develop their own 
national legislation. The ADA provided a basis for the international 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, an agreement adopted 
by the UN in 2006 and ratified by over 150 countries.   
 

• How to implement legislation in other countries in a way that promotes 
collaboration, creative thing, effective ways to track progress related to 
accessibility, opportunities, and participation in community life for persons 
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with disabilities and credible enforcement of disability rights. 
 

• How to foster collaboration between U.S. multinational corporations and 
disability organizations in ways that increase employment opportunities for 
people with disabilities in foreign countries. 

 
Although we have yet to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities because of strongly held differences in the Senate, we have strong 
bipartisan consensus in Congress on the U.S. being the preeminent leader on 
disability rights.  Let’s show it.  You, as the Chairman of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, can make it real by giving the Advisor on International Disability Rights 
in the State Department a specific budget and staff. 
 
My colleagues and I would welcome the opportunity to talk to you or your staff about 
this. We know you are making key decisions now.  Maintaining such an important 
office through discretionary funds and the good will of others in the State Department 
sends the wrong signal.  There are one billion people with disabilities around the 
world.  We have an opportunity to reach more of them with specific, sustained 
funding in this important office of the United States Government. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Patricia A. Morrissey, Ph.D. 
President 
703.370.3707 
patmor@aol.com 
 


